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Thank you for contacting mec about the campaign to

pave Lamb’a squash club. My
~view is that the demalitdlon of such an important venue for squash io makc
offico space and luxury flats can hardly be consi

wmy for
steont wWith London™ s status as an
Olympic city. I have tharefora written a letter to the Flanning Inspwetosats claarly
stating my concerns about tho current application; T have encloscd a coby of my letter.
A you cats see I have taken lnto account a humbor of the peoinis that you and other
carnpal gners have made.

1 hope thar progross can be meds on this iague coon. T will be brok inn touch if T have
anything further o report.

Best wishos,

Emily Thornberry VP
Islington South mopd Finsbury
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10 Fsbhiruary 2006
Dear Sir/Viadas

Re: Lamb®s Sqgquach Club, 1 L.ambe Passage, London, EC1IY SL.E

T Aitxy Wil o you nbout the appeal agalaat Ialinagton Councll™s non-daterminalion of
plantiiig aprplication POS2334 (and the duplicare aprplication POS2310) for the
developindent of 1 T.amb™s Passage involviilg the deimnolitiod of the existing bulldaing
ineluding one of Landon’s prermiaer agquash facillties. aas the local MP represcnting the
constituency in which the club is located T feel that it ia right to railse with yvou my
ssrious conoarms with (he curront planning application, which I summarise balow.

1. It would invalve the complete loss of Lamb’a Squash Club a inajor aporis

fecility in the area, including 9 aguasly CoOUEts, Without any replacement. Tha

other squash facilities in the area would 1ot adequately meet the romalning
dernand.

Z. I underrtand that UK cqguach playvere are o dominant force on the world siage
with the men winning the World Championship in 2005 and arc fevourites o
win Commonwealth Gold this year. Furthemonore the club has beon =
prominent venue for sguash in London hosting international aveita, A
proposced £40,000 contribution to local spotii facilities can hardly be
considered a satisfactory reimbursmant to the damage that will be done 1o
squash in London, Given that London is now an Olympic clty the loss of
such a major aports facility would be Inappropriata.

3.

I amm concernad that with the rise in obesity rates in this country, particularly
among young pesopls, that closing a Tacility for such a high energy sport that
can be played regardless of weaathet conditlons throughout the yoar runs

counter to the healthh needs of my constituents and the locsl Landon
PO PUlatici.



[image: image3.png]4. The propoged rodevelopment is alsc contrary to a number of Islinglon
Counciil™s own policies under its Unitary Devalopinent Plan (UDP 2002),
including: R1, R17. The loas of Lamb's wauld also be contrary to the policy
objeclives of the London Plan (policy 3D.5 and 458.3)

. LTho primary purposs of the developnent seems to be the constuction of
offloe space and A number of high value luxury apartments at a timme when the
borough is in great necd of affordable housiiing. The amendment to include 24
afTordable properiies is m welcome but inadsquats goature. I would support

the Mayor of I.ondon’s plan that 50%4 of atl now residential developments
should be affordable housing,

When he wasr considoring the planning application, Islington’s planning officer
polntesd out that Lamb s agqua=h club ha= a minority of members from the Islington
arca. Im my view this is not a reason for closing dowmn a aports facility. rather it =scoms
to point towards the need 1o actively prommote the club and increase its membership. I
also understand that the club doesn™t open 8t wecltciidae; ite Inck of memberahip from
the looal area is therefore hardly surprising and T am surs that membership and use of

the facility by local residents would dramatically incraase if the club's opening hours
wers to bée extended.

The planning officer [urther points out that the squash club would require subatantial
building and refurbishumont worlke in order 1o comply with IDisability Discriminaetion
Aot legislation. I do not ace that the necd for improved access to the disabled is a good
reasoy for demolishing the squash club.

I sinceresly hope that given the points that I have mads, serious consideration will bae
given w the negative impact of the proposed development of 1 T.amb's Passage: with

a view to amcnding the plane to retain the sguash facilities, or to rejecting the
propoeale entirely.

Yours sincerely

Emily Thoranberry MP
Islington South and Finsbury




