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Graham Loveland, Assistant Director (Planning)

Environmental & Regeneration Department 

London Borough of Islington 

PO Box 3333

222 Upper Street 

London N1 1YA

23 January 2006 

BY FAX: 020 7527 2731

Dear Mr Loveland

REDEVELOPMENT OF LAMBS PASSAGE

I write in connection with the South Area Planning Sub Committee meeting which will tomorrow night consider the application by Clan Estates for the redevelopment of Lambs Passage without consideration for the preservation of replacement of the existing provision for squash currently provided in Lambs Squash Club.

I would draw your attention to the contents of the report by Pan Leisure, commissioned by Clan in support of their application, and specifically to the ill-informed, inaccurate and highly misleading comments about squash in this country.

Much of the casual observation about the state of squash in this country is, regrettably, uninformed.   Far from being a sport in decline, squash in England is a thriving sport at all levels.   I would suggest a number of irrefutable points in support of this assertion:

1. Squash is one of Sport England’s Top Ten Priority sports – these have been selected on the basis of capacity to make a real and lasting contribution to lifelong participation in sport and therefore towards long term strategic objectives for healthy lifestyles;

2. Squash is a genuine mass participation sport –the recent participation survey commissioned by DCMS demonstrated that nearly 500,000 people participate in squash on a regular (i.e. at least once every four weeks) basis

3. We have highly successful programmes for the introduction, retention and development of newcomers of all ages (particularly young people) to the sport.  Our National Coaching Scheme is the envy of many, as is our Club Charter programme; 

4. We are one of the few sports in England to be genuinely world class.   Our Men recently regained the World Team Championships, we have four of the top ten in both men’s and women’s world rankings, as well as holding almost all the European titles in senior and junior age groups.

I urge you and the members of the Planning Sub Committee to ensure that whatever decision you choose to take – and it goes without saying that the loss of any viable squash facility is a blow to the sport – please do not be taken in by any arguments put forward suggesting that squash is anything other than a vibrant, thriving sport which is well worthy of your support.
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Yours sincerely 

Nick Rider

Chief Executive

cc
Members of the South Area Planning Sub Committee


Jackie Robinson - Chairman,  England Squash

Gordon Kerr - Chairman, National Clubs Support Group, England Squash

Ian Wilson - Development Control Manager, Islington Borough Council
