Lamb's Passage
London Borough of Islington (LBI)  is consulting on its Lamb’s Passage Development Brief from 12 July 2006 until 1 August 2006. 
LBI welcomes public comments on the draft brief by Tuesday 1 August. 

Comments to: 
Planning
Islington Council
PO Box 3333
222 Upper Street
London
N1 1YA 
Email: janet.sheehan@islington.gov.uk. 
For further information contact Janet Sheehan Tel: 020 7527 2229

Lambs Action Team suggests sending the following email to Janet Sheehan:
“1. The development brief you have published fails to include any consideration of the protected built facility –  Lambs Squash Club - currently under redevelopment threat. We urge you to address this serious omission and amend the brief accordingly.

2. The local authority planners involved in producing the development brief include Matthew 
Rosel and Kevin Henson. They are also the planners who have made recommendations to councillors on the south area planning sub committee, which will eventually decide the application to redevelop the protected squash facility. We believe that for this development brief to be seen to be democratic, transparent, fair and even-handed, it needs to be reformulated to include both the sites in contention in Lambs Passage. 
3. The London Borough of Islington (LBI) itself has already acknowledged these are interrelated – (see Statement for information - Lamb's Passage.pdf  07 June 2006. https://www.islington.gov.uk/democracy/documents/getdoc_ext.asp?DocID=43043")  This LBI statement justified the withdrawal of the Lambs planning applications from the agenda of the June 8 2006 south area planning sub- committee meeting and gave rise to the current consultation on the development brief.

4. We wish to see a development brief for Lambs Passage that embraces all sites currently under discussion –1 Lambs Passage and the Whitbread car park site to the north of the squash club.

We object strongly to any development brief that accepts or appears to accept as a given, that the squash club - protected under PPG 17 government planning guidance – could be lost to a site redevelopment application currently before LBI.

5. We suggest that if the local authority is keen to improve planning in Lambs Passage it needs to take into account the protected sports facility on the Lambs site. It could do this by ensuring that any redevelopment of the two sites includes a requirement to retain a nine squash court facility of equal size and provision within such future redevelopment. 
6. We stress that local schools and community organisations, the Mayor of Islington Cllr Jyoti Varga and Bunhill Ward Cllr Donna Boffa, have all indicated the existing sports facility in Lambs Passage is a significant amenity to the local community. They concur that it would be invaluable for developing junior squash in the borough of Islington and benefiting the health and physical activity needs of the population. As such the continued presence of nine squash courts in Lambs Passage would be of clear local benefit to the borough, to the wider London community, to the national health service, and indeed to the country.

7. LBI is presently home and host to the Wimbledon of Squash (Lambs Squash club located at 1 Lambs Passage) – a facility which is as important to the squash world globally as Wimbledon is to national and international tennis and Arsenal to football. 

8. At a time when Olympics 2012 seeks to raise the profile of all sport, it is clearly detrimental to this centrally established target and to LBI’s own commitments to combating obesity and improving participation by borough schools and youth organisations in physical activity, that an amenity as important as  nine squash courts should be sacrificed to non-descript flats and offices which could as easily be erected on any number of alternative sites in the area. 

9. We believe the development brief now presented would be significantly enhanced by a positive commitment from LBI to retaining the built facility in any planned redevelopment of Lambs Passage. 
We now call on the London Borough of Islington to amend its development brief to include both sites in Lambs Passage, and further, to demonstrate a firm commitment – by requiring the developers to include like for like squash provision – to retaining and improving, for community benefit, the existing high-value sports facilities in Lambs Passage.”
