A letter to Ward councillors -Islington local election May 4, 2006

We residents and voters in your ward would like to draw attention to the importance we attach to the built facility – 9 squash courts and gym - in Lamb's Passage known as Lamb's Squash Club and presently subject to an application for redevelopment which will lead to the total loss of a key sports facility. 

Given the high priority on national and local health and educational agendas that physical exercise, sports facilities and sporting activities in general currently represent, we believe it would be entirely detrimental to the borough and this ward if Lambs were demolished without any equivalent replacement on the same site.

 In our view Lambs represents an important facility for improving the health, physical and social well-being and general leisure participation of the local community and this extends to schools across Islington, workers, visitors and residents in the borough and the wider community.

We would like to encourage you to make a public statement of your views on the significance to Islington of the Lambs facility which is widely acknowledged to be the Wimbledon of Squash and ask you actively to commit to preventing its envisaged total loss. 

We draw your attention to the fact that several schools in this community and ward have expressed interest in the use of this facility -- and we are in touch with dozens of others – for developing junior squash and extending the expertise of this centre of squash excellence into the wider community at weekends and off-peak hours. 

Lastly the council recently adopted a programme concerning school feeding and exercise and we believe that a commitment by councillors in this ward to preserving this important built facility in Islington would be entirely consistent with local authority concerns Further it would show that you consider Lambs to be as important to squash as Arsenal Stadium is to football in the borough and more generally.

In the light of the above we would ask you, a candidate in the local election for the              _________________ Ward to indicate below your support for the ongoing existence of the built facility on its existing site and its future community use as a centre of squash excellence in Islington and to make this known to your planning officials by email to: matthew.rosel@islington.gov.uk

I support this call.

Local election candidate:

Ward:

Date:

