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Conference endorses Policy Paper 66, Personal Best, as a statement of party policy on sport and fitness, based on the paper’s overall aim to boost participation in sport and exercise because of the wider benefits these can bring to society, especially in promoting health and fitness.

Conference welcomes the basic principles set out in the paper, basing Liberal Democrat policy on sport and fitness on: promoting social well-being and responsibility; enjoyment; and choice.

Conference in particular welcomes the paper’s proposals to:
1. Develop participation in sport from an early age, to promote access to sport and so that more people continue to participate in sport as adults, by:
a) Guaranteeing the current commitment to two hours per week of sport in schools for every child, through the inclusion of those two hours within school curriculum time.
b) Promoting opportunities for children to sample a range of sports, especially in our proposed 7-14 phase of education.
c) Promoting partnerships between schools and local sports clubs, encouraging schools to become part of the School Sport Co-ordinator (SSCo) Partnership network, promoting 15 partnerships between schools and between schools and local sports clubs.
d) Reforming the role of PE Teachers so that they become PE Co-ordinators, with the role of delivering information about fitness and healthy eating through the mainstream curriculum.
e) Ensuring that young people with little interest in sport or with special needs which make it hard for them to participate in mainstream sports provision are fully supported by the PE Coordinator to find a form of activity that is acceptable to them.

2. Promote grassroots activity in sport by:
a) Boosting the profile of volunteering and opening up opportunities for volunteers in line with existing Liberal Democrat policy.
b) Supporting clubs in making bids for funding by providing advice and expertise through local government.
c) Developing a series of key clubs across the country as a hub for sharing, developing and supporting other clubs so that their sport can develop.
d) Maintaining good standards in clubs by introducing a ‘Club Mark’ scheme for sports clubs.

3. Promote inclusion in sport by:
a) Recognising the role sport plays in helping address inequality in other areas of policy and how it can help make the difference in building a person’s confidence and skills, bringing together communities, and providing positive role models as well as developing personal athletic excellence.
b) Funding and encouraging in-depth disability awareness training to ensure that no one is stopped from taking part in a sport that they are able to do.
c) Accepting that because of cultural identity, gender or ability some sports may be more popular than others and emphasising the need for governing bodies to ensure equality of access that does not discriminate.
d) Ensuring that the funding regime for governing bodies includes cash for specialist advice and training to ensure that every citizen has the same opportunities.
e) Continuing to support initiatives to tackle particular areas of discrimination (such as Kick Racism out of Football).

4. Bring planning and decision-making closer to people involved in sport and reforming the role of government in sport by
a) Focusing national government work on sport on health promotion, through the Department of Health (working with UK Sport where appropriate).
b) Ensuring that any government role in a UK bid to host an international event involves effective co-ordination across the country by placing that responsibility in our proposed Department for the Nations and Regions.
c) Abolishing the Department for Culture, Media and Sport
d) Giving the main responsibilities for sport to elected regional assemblies in those regions of England which choose to have them, with these assemblies taking on the role of current regional sports boards and Sport England, which will be abolished.
e) Making physical exercise and mass participation the priorities for any government funding for sport.
f) Giving regional assemblies, instead of regional sports boards, the responsibility for allocating lottery funding for sport.

5. Promote excellence and achievement in sport by:
a) Broadening the participation base of sport to provide more opportunities for the elite athletes of the future.
b) Allowing sports governing bodies the independence to determine their own attainment standards, development of qualifications, incentives and reward schemes that fit their activity.
c) Funding quality training service provision, while maintaining support to individuals for living costs.

6. Tackle current issues in elite and professional sport by:
a) Encouraging professional sport which attract large sums of money to support grassroots sport through a ‘Next Generation’ funding model, where major sports, through their governing bodies, become entirely self-financing at all levels.
b) Allowing professional sports clubs the freedom to make their own decisions on issue such as ground location and merchandising, while promoting examples of good practice in involving supporters in decisions.
c) Recognising the value of the community work carried out by many professional clubs, and promoting further close partnerships between the clubs, local education authorities and commercial sponsors.
d) Preserving the current ‘golden list’ of specific events which can only be shown on terrestrial TV, but keeping it under review as at present.
e) Ensuring that the British government gives clear guidance to teams from the UK looking to compete in events held in countries where clear human rights abuses are taking place, and working with international bodies to ensure that cancellation of events on moral grounds does not lead to penalisation.
f) Developing a national strategic plan to ensure that the country hosts more major international sporting events.
g) Welcoming and supporting the London 2012 Olympic bid, while believing that the benefits of holding the Olympics should be spread across all parts of the country as far as possible.

The motion was clearly carried
Applicability: England, except 4 b), and 6 d) and e) which are Federal.
