(thanks to MS of LAT for producing this letter)

The Rt Hon the Lord Mayor Alderman Michael Savory

The Mansion House

London EC4N 8BH

7 April 2005

Dear Lord Mayor

I am writing to you in connection with the campaign to save the Lambs

Squash Club in the City of London from being demolished and replaced

with a private residential/office development.  A planning application

is currently with Islington Borough Council to this effect. 

With nine courts, Lambs is the biggest squash facility in the City, and

one of the largest in the UK. More importantly, with 1,200 members, 800

of whom are squash players, and the largest league structure in the UK -

currently 50 leagues and some 300 regular league players ranged from

county and country standard to beginners -  it is among the most

intensively used squash complexes in the UK.   

Whilst under the jurisdiction of Islington Borough Council, it is a

vital leisure facility that is heavily used by many people who live and

work in the City's business community. In particular, many members are

active squash players from overseas and they place a heavy premium on

the attraction of such a high quality, easily accessible facility where

they can exercise. 

Lambs is also considered by many to be the spiritual home of squash and

continues to serve players ranging from complete beginners right through

to the world's top players who play at the club regularly. Later this

year, the opening rounds of the British Open will return to Lambs from

Nottingham and this presents a valuable opportunity to promote such an

important facility within the City of London to visitors from the UK and

overseas.

Furthermore, Squash is currently bidding for Olympic status and the

closure of such an internationally renowned and high profile facility

could be very harmful to London's bid for the games in 2012 where squash

would very likely make its debut as an Olympic sport. 

If Lambs closes, only seven squash courts will be left in the square

mile and because of the pressure on court time, to all intents and

purposes, squash in the city, and to a large extent London, will be

finished. As such, my purpose in writing to you initially is to ask for

your personal support in lobbying Islington Borough Council to reject

the application on the basis of the crucial importance of maintaining

this facility for the City community in the absence of any other

comparable facility.

Yours sincerely, 

Lambs Members Action Group.

(Signed on behalf of the Save Lambs Campaign by Ken Pottinger

organiser@save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk

www.save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk

