From: N RIDER 
To: matthew.rosel@islington.gov.uk 

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2006 10:52 AM

Subject: Lambs

Dear Mr Rosel

Re Lambs Squash Club

I write in connection with the proposal by Clan Estates to redevelop Lambs Passage and in particular to the arguments put forward by Clan through their Counsel with regard to aspects of the application of PPG17 in this case. 

England Squash’s argument centres on two points, relating to definitions of "surplus to requirements" and "community".

In the first instance Clan suggest that the definition of "surplus to requirements" is dependent largely on an assessment of current need. This restrictive definition reduces current need to the playing needs of existing members and chooses to ignore – very conveniently - any assessment of the potential future value and needs of the sport and the community which could be considerable.

Furthermore, it is argued that "community" in some way cannot include the existing squash membership of Lambs Club because of a conflict of interest. In addition to being a conveniently self fulfilling prophecy, this is surely wrong headed. Refusing to recognise that a playing population or membership has a legitimate and central place in the argument is perverse. Such a rationale excludes the arguments of any club membership or user group from defending their use of and relationship with a facility– and must be opposed on principle. 

Refusing to allow the assessment of future potential role of a club in the community (which opportunity would be lost with the loss of the facility) surely cannot be what was envisaged by PPG17.

Lambs Club not only has a glorious past, but a significant present. Last year it hosted England Squash’s Inter County Championship Finals, which is among the biggest squash competitions in the world. Not only that, but a facility of this size has very real potential for the future. We should not looking simply at the opportunity for the existing membership to continue to play at the club – important though that is. The possibilities for the club are significant – including benefiting from a £250k investment as part of England Squash/Sport England Community Club Development Programme to develop and sustain links between schools and squash clubs. 

There is significant potential for all squash clubs like Lambs. To deny that opportunity to such a facility on such partial and unconvincing grounds cannot be correct.

I would be happy to discuss any aspect of this letter and can be contacted on 07734 557584 should you wish to do so.

Yours sincerely

 

Nick Rider

Chief Executive, England Squash

