From: Lambs Members Action Group, City of London.

To: Sebastian Coe Esq, Vice Chairman of London 2012

London 2012 Ltd

1 Canada Square

Canary Wharf, London E14 5LT

Telephone: 020 7093 5000

Fax: 020 7093 5001

email enquiries@london2012.com 

Wednesday, 23 March 2005

Olympic bid and demolition of Lamb’s squash club

We are writing to you first to congratulate you on the excellent work you have done on London’s Olympic bid.  It would be fantastic both for the city and the country to host the Olympics and, along with all the other events, we very much hope to be watching squash at London 2012! 

The substance of this letter however concerns the imminent demolition of Lamb’s Squash Club, based at No 1 Lamb’s Passage, just off Chiswell Street in the heart of the City of London. 

The Lambs freehold site was sold, 28 September 2004, by then owner, Mike Corby, to Clan Real Estate (Lamb’s Club) Limited (Director David Howard Peck of Gifford, East Lothian) for approximately £4m with funding from the Royal Bank of Scotland. Clan Real Estate currently has a planning application, P050441, lodged with Islington local authority to demolish the club and build a 9-storey residential (C3) building containing 122 units with office (B1) use on part of the ground floor. The 1,200 members of Lambs have only this week learned of the plan – in effect, it has been sold from under members’ feet. 

This is a tragedy for British squash and sport in London.  With nine courts, Lambs is the biggest squash facility in the City, and one of the largest in the UK.   More importantly, with 1,200 members, 800 of whom are squash players, and the largest league structure in the UK – currently 50 leagues and some 300 regular league players ranged from county and country standard to beginners –  it is among the most intensively used squash complexes in the UK.   

Lambs was opened by Mike Corby in October 1979 and has a unique place in the sport.  It is considered by many to be the spiritual home of squash – and continues to serve players ranging from complete beginners right through to the world’s top players – who play at the club regularly.   One of things that makes Lambs special is that it is a place where beginners can watch, learn from, and even play the world’s greatest. Over the years, the game’s giants have all played there, from Jonah Barrington and Jahangir Khan in the past to Peter Nicol and Jon White today. This is a facility of world importance to the game of squash.  Destroying it would do for squash what destroying Wimbledon would do for tennis.

The Club has been a leading venue for many decades  for the sport which, though a minority sport, has a far more committed and social following than say a conventional gym.  As a country, how many sports can we claim to have where four Englishmen are in the top 10 world rankings?   Demolishing the Club would undermine both a sport in which this country excels, and the enjoyment of the game for many of us amateurs. A game, which as author James Zug notes, was perfected …”on  a grey, wintry day in late January 1865 .. (when) two young boys of Harrow walked into a Rugby fives court with their rubber ball and "spat" racquets and first played the game of squash…” a game that is part of the sporting heritage of this country and its capital city London.

If Lambs closes, only seven squash courts will be left in the square mile.  Because of the pressure on court time, to all intents and purposes, squash in the city, and to a large extent London, will be finished. 

We are desperate for your help Mr Coe.  We need a respected figure of national standing to say that this isn’t right for sport.   Although we appreciate how hectic your schedule must be, we would very much like to meet with you to take this further and if possible invite you to the Club to hear the views of our members and supporters.  Anything you can do to help our cause could make all the difference. It is urgent, planning objections end April 07 2005.

Yours sincerely, 

Lambs Members Action Group.

(Signed on behalf of the Save Lambs Campaign by Ken Pottinger

organiser@save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk

www.save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk
Tel: 07957628231)

