Rt Hon Richard Caborn MP 
Minister of State for Sport 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 
2-4 Cockspur Street 
London 
SW1Y 5DH 

29 March 2005 

Dear Minister 

I am writing to you in connection with a planning application currently lodged with Islington Borough Council to demolish Lambs Squash Club in the City of London and its replacement with a residential/office development.

This is a tragedy for British squash and sport in London.  With nine courts, Lambs is the biggest squash facility in the City, and one of the largest in the UK.   More importantly, with 1,200 members, 800 of whom are squash players and the largest league structure in the UK – currently 50 leagues and some 300 regular league players ranged from county and country standard to beginners –  it is among the most intensively used squash complexes in the UK.   

It is considered by many to be the spiritual home of squash and continues to serve players ranging from complete beginners right through to the world’s top players who play at the club regularly. If Lambs closes, only seven squash courts will be left in the square mile and, because of the pressure on court time, to all intents and purposes squash in the city, and to a large extent London, will be finished. 

Despite being located in the City, the club is in no way for the privileged and this important multi-cultural, sociable and healthy sporting environment will be lost if this closure goes ahead. Many ordinary members have children and cannot easily access alternative sporting facilities of this specialised nature. Excluding parents from sport will inevitably exclude children, when we should be actively encouraging sports participation within all elements of the community. 

Furthermore, Squash is currently bidding for Olympic status and the closure of such an internationally renowned and high profile facility could be very harmful to London’s bid for the games in 2012. 

I am aware of your personal support for sport in the UK and the government’s commitment to promoting sport and leisure as part of a healthier lifestyle. The date for planning objections is 7 April and we are urgently enlisting support from all quarters to keep this important facility open. As such, I would be grateful for your personal representation on this matter.


Yours sincerely, 
Lambs Members Action Group. 

CC: Chris Smith MP 
        Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London

(Signed on behalf of the Save Lambs Campaign by Ken Pottinger 
organiser@save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk 
www.save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk Tel: 07957628231) 

To do your own lobbying 

Contacts for the above are as follows:

richard.caborn@culture.gsi.gov.uk
Department for Culture, Media & Sport

2-4 Cockspur Street

London SW1Y 5DH

 General Enquiries tel: 020 7211 6200

Ken Livingstone

Mayor of London

Greater London Authority

City Hall

The Queen's Walk

London SE1 2AA

mayor@london.gov.uk

Telephone: 020 7983 4100 to leave a message with the Public Liaison Unit

Minicom: 020 7983 4458 

Fax: 020 7983 4057 

Chris Smith MP for Islington

labour@islington.org.uk
House of Commons tel is 020 7219 5119 fax is 020 7219 5820.

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
