PLANNING APPLICATIONS P052310 and P052334

Objections to proposed redevelopment of Lambs Squash Club

We, the undersigned, object to the proposed redevelopment No.1 Lamb’s Passage, Islington, London EC1Y 8LE.

Under Planning Applications Numbers P052310 and P052334, the developer seeks to demolish Lambs Squash Club which is widely recognised as a centre of squash excellence, a training and playing club known world-wide and a central London squash facility critical to the current drive to further develop and extend the game of squash.  

We affirm that the 9 courts at this club, on the border of the City of London, are extensively used by a dedicated, local squash playing community and by national and international players of world renown.

We note that, as part of the London 2012 Olympics, the Chancellor’s March 2006 budget commits significant funding for and strongly encourages renewed participation in, sports of excellence.  Squash has been classified by Sport England as one of the top ten English priority sports. The UK has 18 players among the top 50 in men’s world rankings and 9 players among the women’s world top 20.  At least 6 of these men and 2 of the women regularly use Lambs Squash Club for training and exhibitions.  

In addition, our objections are based on the fact that the developers have substantially ignored Government policy objectives under PPG 17 and its guidance on how local authorities should carry out robust assessments and audits of the provision of local sporting facilities.  In particular, the developers have not satisfactorily demonstrated, in accordance with PPG17, that the built facility is “surplus to requirements” nor has the developer consulted the local community and demonstrated that their proposals are widely supported by it.

Thus in the strongest terms, we hereby record our formal objection to Planning Applications Numbers P052310 and P052334 and to all and any future similar applications that may be made for this site unless proper provision is made for an equivalent squash and other sports facility within the redevelopment. 

London, March 25, 2006.

This objection is addressed to the London Borough of Islington, Development Control Service, Head of Service Mr Ian Wilson, 222 Upper Street London N1 1YA with copies to the Minister of State for Sport at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. 
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