PLANNING APPLICATIONS P052310 and P052334

Objections to proposed redevelopment of Lambs Squash Club and to Planning Control’s proposal to recommend these for approval at the South Area Planning Sub Committee meeting of 9th October 2006
We, the undersigned, object both to the proposed redevelopment No.1 Lamb’s Passage, Islington, London EC1Y 8LE and to a move to recommend these for approval at the South Area Planning Sub Committee meeting of 9th October 2006.
Under Planning Applications Numbers P052310 and P052334, the developer seeks to demolish Lambs Squash Club which is widely recognised as a centre of squash excellence, a training and playing club known world-wide and a central London squash facility critical to the current drive to further develop and extend the game of squash.  

We affirm that the 9 courts at this club, on the border of the City of London, are extensively used by a dedicated, local squash playing community and by national and international players of world renown.

We note that, as part of the London 2012 Olympics, the Chancellor’s March 2006 budget commits significant funding for and strongly encourages renewed participation in, sports of excellence.  Squash has been classified by Sport England as one of the top ten English priority sports. The UK has 18 players among the top 50 in men’s world rankings and 9 players among the women’s world top 20.  At least 6 of these men and 2 of the women regularly use Lambs Squash Club for training and exhibitions.  

In addition, our objections are based on the fact that the developers have substantially ignored Government policy objectives under PPG 17 and its guidance on how local authorities should carry out robust assessments and audits of the provision of local sporting facilities.  In particular, the developers have not satisfactorily demonstrated, in accordance with PPG17, that the built facility is “surplus to requirements” nor has the developer consulted the local community and demonstrated that their proposals are widely supported by it.

We furthermore believe it would be fundamentally wrong for the South Area Planning Sub Committee to determine the Application whilst the Planning Inspector’s decision on an appealed and identical Application is pending. In fact, the Application should not be considered until the result of that Inquiry is known and therefore it should not be included on the agenda for the Sub-Committee’s meeting on 9 October.
The Council has committed a significant amount of time and money in appearing at the Inquiry, including preparation time for your planning and legal teams and instructing a barrister to appear on your behalf at the Inquiry. It would be an unjustifiable waste of council taxpayer’s money (and the investment of time and effort by other parties to the Inquiry) if the Sub-Committee was to determine the Application before the result of the Inquiry is known. No doubt you will also consider how this will appear to voters in the Borough. 
We strongly urge you to withdraw the item from the October 9 agenda.
London, September 25, 2006.

This objection is addressed to the Mayor and Councillors London Borough of Islington, and copied to Development Control Service, Head of Service Mr Ian Wilson, 222 Upper Street London N1 1YA. Email to: James.Kempton@islington.gov.uk 
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