(Your company letterhead or name and address ) 

The Rt Hon the Lord Mayor Alderman Michael Savory

The Mansion House

London EC4N 8BH

By email.

24 October 2005

Dear Lord Mayor, 

I am writing to you in connection with the campaign to save the Lambs Squash Club (located yards outside the boundary of the City of London) from being demolished and replaced with a private residential/office development.  A planning application is currently with Islington Borough Council proposing this. 

Lambs is the largest squash facility within or in close proximity to the City, and is coincidentally the premier squash club in the UK. With nine courts, 1,200 members, 800 of whom are squash players, and the largest league structure in the UK –

currently 50 leagues and some 300 regular league players ranged from

county and country standard to beginners –  it is among the most

intensively used squash complexes in Britain.   

Whilst under the jurisdiction of Islington Borough Council, Lambs is within twenty metres of the boundary of the City of London (Chiswell Street). Lambs is also physically adjacent to Sun Court, used by Guildhall School of Music, and belonging we believe to the Corporation, directly or indirectly. In every respect the Corporation would seem to have a legitimate interest in voicing concern over the proposed change of use of this site.

Squash in the City of London has a long history, and I am sure you will be well aware that squash is the sport of choice among a significant cohort of  City workers in particular. Lambs has hosted the “Square Mile Tournament” for many years an event that brings together at least 51 major City firms in an annual team knock-out competition.  If Lambs closes, only seven squash courts will be left in the Square

Mile representing an acute loss of amenity for the City as a whole. 

Furthermore, squash needs facilities where it can demonstrate to officials and visitors to the London 2012 Olympics how this sport (at which Britain excels) deserves Olympic status in future games. Closure of Lambs, an internationally renowned and high profile facility would also clash with official sports policy (Sport England) which ranks Squash as among the top 10 priorities in government’s overall sports development programme. It would also go against current government efforts to encourage exercise in and near the workplace.   

My purpose in writing to you initially is to ask for your personal support in lobbying Islington Borough Council to reject the application on the basis of the crucial importance of maintaining this facility for the City community (and indeed Islington residents). 

If as a result of the widespread support we have received from many quarters to date, we are able to defeat or significantly delay this ill-conceived development scheme, we will then look to effect a buy out of  the site, with the aim of placing Lambs in a trust or similar , thereby securing the squash club for the use of future generations of City worker and local residents. We would also be keen to encourage a scheme whereby the facility could be used regularly by City-based schools and youth organisations keen to develop young, up-and-coming squash talents. 

In these endeavours we would greatly value both the effective support of the Corporation of London and a commitment to helping finance such a buyback and redevelopment, for the greater good of the City community. We are developing a business plan and have held exploratory talks with lawyers/financial advisers concerning the most appropriate vehicle for preserving the club in perpetuity while redeveloping the site as an economic entity. 

Any support which you are able to give would be most appreciated – we feel that in this you would be acting squarely in the interests of the City of London as a whole.

Your sincerely,

(send by email to Lord Mayor’s office: Mrs Kay Brock, Tel 020 7626 2500
kay.brock@corpoflondon.gov.uk)

cc: Tony.Halmos@corpoflondon.gov.uk - City of London Head of PR

Deputy John Owen-Ward, Chairman of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

John.Owen-Ward@corpoflondon.gov.uk
(Planning & Transportation Department, City Planning Office

PO Box 270, Guildhall London EC2P 2EJ Tel 020 7332 1710)

www.save-lambs-squash-club.co.uk
