02 November 2005 
To:

Steve Hitchins
Leader, Islington Council
7527-3081

Steve.Hitchins@islington.gov.uk
or Frances Jackson
Frances.Jackson@islington.gov.uk
7527-3090
From: 

Ken Pottinger

Organiser

organiser@Save-Lambs-Squash-Club.co.uk

Lambs Action Team

Mobile 07957628231

Wednesday, 02 November 2005

P052334 and P052310 Lambs Club, No 1 Lamb's Passage, Islington, EC1Y 8LE 
Dear Mr Hitchins,

You are doubtless aware of the above mentioned second round planning application for redevelopment of the site on which Lambs Squash Club is located at No 1 Lambs Passage Islington and currently with your planning officials. 

As before we have launched a strong campaign to block this redevelopment application which we understand has been lodged following informal discussions with your planning officers and borough officials in an obvious effort to address all the issues raised by the earlier refusal. 

We naturally maintain our earlier view on this and indeed have drawn the attention of the planning authority to the developer’s  failure to address one of the critical issues in that refusal, namely point No 6. 

The importance of the squash facility under discussion has been extensively aired in Islington local media, on our own website, in documents presented to yourselves during the course of the earlier and current planning applications, in letters from and to local MPs and indeed in an indirect intervention  by the Minister of State for Sport himself. 

Against this background and aware of the statement in Islington UDP Policies R18 and ST8 at paragraph 7.4.2 “Demand for facilities” where you state that despite the number of new gyms opening in the last few years both public and private there is still unmet demand for such facilities and for indoor sports in general” and at 2.4.3 where your council commits to “…increasing participation across the community and to encourage full use by people of all ages and both sexes…”, LAT-Lambs Action Team would urge your council to consider acquiring the site from the developer and committing to retaining the existing sporting facilities as they are clearly important in offsetting the shortfall acknowledged by your UDP. 

As you know if Lambs members and supporters succeed in blocking this application and in acquiring the site either through yourselves or another entity, they have indicated interest in establishing a charity to run the existing squash facility on a long lease at the site. The members are also in favour of opening the club up on a seven-day-a-week basis to current membership and to local schools and youth clubs as part of an outreach programme to train up the next generation of squash players. 

We have prepared a number of technical documents showing the viability and ongoing nature of the Squash Club as presently constituted. Some of these have been submitted previously or will be submitted in the course of the current objections to the latest application. 

We would be delighted to meet with you and borough estates managers with a view to taking this suggestion forward. 

I have copied this letter to Councillor Jyoti Vaja representing Islington Bunhill Ward where Lambs Squash club is located. 

Yours sincerely,

Ken Pottinger

