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SHIDOKAN EUROPEAN FEDERATION

No. 1 Rue Boissy D’Anglas

0600 Nice 

FRANCE
31 March 2005

Islington Council Planning Dept

By email: development.control@islington.gov.uk
Dear Sir,

Re: P050441 re 1 Lambs Passage , Islington, London EC1Y 8LE

I am writing on behalf of the Shidokan GB karate club to lodge our objection to the proposal to demolish the above building, which is currently a Fitness Exchange sports facility, to replace it with much larger, mainly residential, unit.  

In our experience the building layout and fee policy at Lambs offer us unique facilities within the Borough.  Our Shidokan Club, which is the only such club in London, has been using the facilities at Lambs for some 18 months, having moved from far inferior facilities near Kings Cross.  Shidokan is one of the few forms of karate which practices karate as a full contact sport and encompasses real life defence techniques.  We have a unique requirement for a large studio training space to allow students to practice these techniques.  The facilities at Lambs have allowed us to expand our club membership, and the club’s policy of allowing non Lambs members to attend our classes has enabled us to welcome local students on a tight budget at a cost they can afford.

We note that the Council’s UDP, which was adopted in 2002, states your Strategic Policy for Indoor Sports Facilities, 7.4:

“To ensure that sufficient attractive and varied indoor facilities are available to enable a wide cross-section of the population to participate in sports, fitness and active leisure pursuits.”  

And in section 7.4.3 that “The Council is committed to increasing participation across the community and to encourage full use by people of all ages and both sexes.”

With these stated sports commitments in mind, we would urge you to reconsider the demolition of the facilities at 1 Lambs Passage.

Yours faithfully

JJ Burnel

6 Dan

Shidokan GB

